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The 224 c.c. Villiers-engined

AMBASSADOR
«*SUPREME”

An Ascot-built Model with
Thoroughbred Attributes

\NLY a few hundred yards from the Ascot
factory wherq the Ambassador range of
motorcycles is built there stands the world-

famous Ascot racecourse, with its air of .

elegance and its associations with thorough-
bred bloodstock. In keeping with such a
locality is the Ambassador ° Supreme ”—
a 224 cc. Villiers 1H-engined cruiser-
weight—which, recently tested by Motor
Cyeling, gave ready evidence of thoroughness
in design and elegance in styling.

Developed through a range of Villiers-
powered machines, which, since their intro-
duction shortly after the war, have won an
enthusiastic  following, the Ambassador
“Supreme ” incorporates all the points
which go to make up a real luxury motor-
cycle.  Swinging-fork rear suspension with

Conceived as a
luxurious cruiser-
weight touring
machine, the
Ambassador
“ Supreme™  offers
comfortable accom-
modationforitsvider,
and adds to it with
highly effective sus-
pension fore and aft.
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(dbove) Modern,
eye = catching  fines
characterise the
Villiers 1H 224 c.c.
iwo - stroke engine,
with its unit four-
speed gearbox. Full
carburetter en-
closure is a point at
once neat and
practical.

A feature unigue to
the Ambassador is
the use of a sliding
distance pieceoperat=

“ing on the fork legs

(right) to stiffen the

mudguard assembly.

Noticeable, also,

in this view is the

smart finish of the
Suel tank.
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adjustable Girling dampers and Ambassador’s
own telescopic front forks suspend a solidly
built single-tube frame. The sub-frame is
of heavy-gauge tubing, triangulated and
welded. A feature is the manner in which
the horizontal top member is cranked round
behind the in-built dual seat to form a sturdy
hand-hold for the pillion passenger.

Unusual in a utility machine is the use
of a rubber cush-drive arrangement in the
rear sprocket—the Ambassador folk believe
that greater comfort can be obtained at low
speeds, when there is the characteristic two-
eycle tendency for the engine to four-stroke,
ift such a drive is fitted. Certainly the low-
speed smoothness of the example ridden by
our tester would seem to bear out this view.

From cold, the Ambassador proved to
be a ‘ready starter, providing that the
carburetter was generously flooded and the
air strangler closed. It could be opened
almost immediately after starting. = Clutch
operation and gear selection on the Villiers
unit were delightful, and the engine smooth
but lively, having a welcome reserve of
torque low down—a point which greatly
-aided driving in heavy traflic. 2

On the open road it was found that a
cruising speed of 55 m.p.h. could be main-
tained, with occasional * flash * readings of
60 m.p.h. where conditions were favourable.
Hill-climbing was good. the engine pulling
well in its top-gear ratio of 6.09 to 1, enabling
really- steep gradients to be surmounted
without changing down. Vibration worthy
of the name was absent until the 55 m.p.h.
mark was just about to be reached. = A
period would then commence, intensifying
as the speed was raised. At 60 mup.h.,
or just under, it was sufficient to set the fork
shrouds drumming—a sound which a couple
of shims would probably easily diminish or
remove. :

Handling and steering were of the type
which allowed utmost use to be made of the
engine’s performance.  Well insulated from
bumps by the highly efficient suspension
system, the rider was able to put the
Ambassador onto any line he liked, secure
in the knowledge that it would stay
there.  Weight distribution, it seemed, had
been well proportioned, for both wheels
clung to the ground, and there was never
a suspicion of lack of adhesion developing,
even when the * Supreme” was laid well
over on damp, adverse cambers.

This stability made the ** Supreme’ an
ideal everyday-transport model for, no
matter what the road conditions, it was
possible for the rider to take advantage of
waffic gaps, knowing full well that the
machine would never, literally, let him down.
A further safety factor was the unwillingness
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A handsome machine, the Ambassador ** Supreme  is a *“ 60 m.p.h. plus ™ mount
with an wnusually lavish standard specification.

of either front or rear brakes to lock . . . a
quality which resulted in smooth, swift
deceleration, almost devoid of the danger
of skidding. In fact, the Ambassador’s
brakes were used as a matter of course on
surfaces  which, on less accommodating
machines, would have demanded deccleration
on the gearbox alone.

Only one fly was discovered in the hand-
ling ointment—the low-placed footrests
grounded disconcertingly on sharp bends.

From the riding comfort viewpoint, the
tester would have preferred the rests to be
not only higher, but also farther to the
rear=—and, in fact, the manufacturers already
have the matter in hand. Nonetheless, the
Ambassador offered a considerable degree
of riding comfort, thanks to the efficient
suspension and to the gencrously-dimen-
sioned dual seat. From the pillion passen-
ger’s aspect, the accommodation could not
be bettered.  Everything—seat, hand-hold
and footrests—was ideally situated.

Speed and economy rarely go together.,
but in- this ** 224 7 a reasonable balance has
been struck between the two. At 30 m.p.h.
well over 100 m.p.g. could be obtained, and
even when the model was cruised on the
open road with the throttle against the stop.
and no time wasted in restricted areas,
90-m.p.g. averages were not unusual.

One highly satisfying feature was the
excellence of the mudguarding, which proved
to be amongst the most efficient which the
tester had cver encountered. It was a pity,
therefore, that this particular engine proved
to be prone to carburetter blow-back, which
meant that, despite full enclosure of the
sinstrument, a film of petroil soon spread
itself over the surfaces immediately to the

Engine: 224 c.c. Villiers 1H two-siroke; bore
3 mm. by stoke 727 mm.; cast iron
cylinder; light alloy head; C.R. 7.0
Claimed b.h.p. 104,500 r.p.m.; Vil
carburetter. tvpe S25.
Trangmission: Villiers gearbox in unit with
eng'ne; positive-stop footehange, ratios.
6.09, 8.07, 11.57 and 18.64:1; primary
drive by pre-siretched Renold chain; final
drive by Renold la-in. by .305 in. chain,
Frame: Welded- single-tube loop frame.
. carrying Dunlop tyres:
. at front and rear; hubs
incorporate 6-in. brake at front and rear,
Lubrication: Petr test carricd out  with
1: 16 proportion.
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rear of the carburetter—there to act as a
reception centre for dust and road dirt.
That point apart, there was no ground for
complaint on the score of cleanliness.

Much trouble has gone into the finish
of the machine. Amongst the most attrac-
tive points are the mottled silver décor of
the petroil tank: the provision of a speedo-
meter painted in red to match the frame,
with a red needle and red numbers on a
silver dial: and the use of a grey covering
for the dual seat. Additionally, handlebar
and footrest rubbers have been made up in
grey imaterial, rather than the usual black—
small points, but all indicative of the
* quality ” eharacter of the michine,

Black marks were few. Perhaps the
worst debit was marked against the lack of
cledrance between the sparking plug and the
underside of the tank—a ‘juxtaposition
which made for scorched fingers if a plug
change had to be attempted with a hot
engine.  And. though applauding the neat
accommodation of the external H.T. coil
behind the Varley battery, the tester was a
trifle aggrieved to find that it was necessary
to remove the accumulator before the igni-
tion lead could be detached—a task which
once had to be carried out in the middle
of a rainstorm owing to H.T. lecakage:
the only oceasion in many hundreds of hard
test miles when the faithful Ambassador
made an involuntary stop. Lastly. the
exhaust note at low speeds tended to be
somewhat metallic, and a degree of blow-
out was noted from the silencer joints.

Compared with the qualities of this like-
able 224 however, such™ criticisms
amount to very liitle, and would be far out-
weighed from the average rider’s point of
view by the many refinements it offers.

BRI'EF SPECIFICATION

Electrical Equipment: Flywheel-type  A.C.
generator with contact-breaker and con-
denser housed in outer engine compari-
ment; separate Villiers H.T. coil; rectifi

Varley 6-v. dry accumulator; Lucas 6-in.
headlamip; Lucas tail lamp; Clearhooter
electric horn. 5

Suspens Telescopic front forks of Ambas-
sador design, controlled by coil springs;
rear springing by swinging fork, movement
conirolled by Girling units with hydraulic

damping; spindle adjustment by means of
push-bolts.

Tank: Welded-steel fuel tank, of 25 gall,
capacity.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 48% in.: ground clear-
ance in: unladen seat height 30 in.;
dry weight 238 Ib,

Finish: Frame, hubs and mydguards, red;
forks red and chrome; tank, motled
silver; rtims chrom:um-plated; grey scat
and rubbery; chrome details. -

General Equipment: Full kit of tools; tvre
pump; 75 m.p.h. Smiths speedometer;

footrs dual

seat;  tank-top

Annual Tax: £1 175 6d. (10s. 4d. quarterly).
Makers: U.S. Concessionaires, Ltd.. Pontiac
Works, Ascot, Berks.
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