MOTOR CYCLING

THE Matchless G3C ™ Maestro.” like
its A.M.C. companion, the AuJ.S. 16C
« Experts,” is the last British production
trials machine of over 250 ce. But the
long-stroke o.h.v. * he-man ” machine is
still a great force in national trials, and
even in the hands of private owners.
against the lighter, more manceuvrable
two-strokes and four-strokes, the 347 c.c.
Matchless G3C continues to be a con-
sistent winner in one-day trials.

Its power characteristics, reliability, excel-
lent handling and sturdy construction dis-
tinguish it as an exceptional trials mount
with a lot of development behind it, but it
also appeals to the rider who needs a
machine for the road as well as for competi-
Gion. Accordingly, to gauge its suitability
for ‘““off - the- course ” riding, our test
machine was equipped with the lighting
equipment available as an exira.

But first things first. Most of the
experience of the G3C was gained in the
recent annual trials challenge match between
the Bromley and Sideup clubs over a muddy
course involving a great deal of boliom-gear
“ nadgery,” tree roots, a few rocks and some
second-gear climbs.

‘With its unflagging engine power, the G3C
excels on the climb, of course. Not only
does it pull hard, fast and long, it has instant
and devastating throttle response. Down-
hill, it is just as good, mainly because of
valve timing which allows the valve lifter to
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be used to the limit of the engine’s tick-over

on the overrun, Because the rider has mo
worry that the cngine will stop, he can
concentrate on the steering.

A low compression ratio and heavy fly-
wheels contribute enough “ plonk ™ to satisfy
anyone, and a calm, collected approach can
be made to a hazard on a whiff of gas. with
the engine pulling strongly and steadily but
incredibly slowly in an excellently chosen
bottom gear. This low-speed pulling is ideal
for negoliating rocks, particularly, but a
successful attack on muddy, full-lock turns,
tree roots and even climbs could also be
made in the same way.

Even when the exhaust note was a hard

Generous clearances
help to keep mud from
“punging up the
works >’ at the rear
end and the chain,
though easy to get at,
is well shielded from
tyre-flung filth.

The 347 c.c.
MATCHLESS G3C
‘MAESTRO’

A Trials Mount of
the Traditional Type .

crackle on a handful of throttle, the engine
was very quiet mechanically, with a mere
rustle from the valve gear. It was also
commendably oil free and starting was of
the * first time ' variety. The kickstarter
has to clear the gently upswept silencer and
sticks out a fair way.

Although the G3C is not prone to exces-
sive lifting of the front wheel, much of its
weight is concentrated at the rear wheel and
this leads to very responsive and light steer-
ing. Without care, the steering sometimes

" takes control from an inexperienced rider

when the power is tapped on the turn. With
experience, or at speed on the rough, this
hair-trigger characteristic becomes an advan-
tage, however. 5

The steering has adequate lock and the
handlebars allow the rider to poise over the
front wheel. The.bars_coul:], however, be
flatter with advantage. The two-gallon

petrol tank is nicely shaped so that it can
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Bearing a name—"° Maestro >—which was so often
applied to Hugh Vincy, the man who did so much BRIEF SPECIFICATION
to develop it, the 350 c.c. trials Matchless is a e Engine: 347 c.c. single-cylinder o.h.v. (push-
clean-looking, purposeful steed. 1 : 4 red): light-alloy cylinder head and barrel;
" 69 mm. bore by 93 mm, stroke; c.r., 6.5: 1;
output. not quoted; Amal ** Monobloc ”
carbureuter, type 376/59T, 1 1/16-in. bore,
with handlebar air centrol; upswept silencer;
valve lifter.

Transmission: Four-speed separate gearbox:
positive-stop footchange; ratios, 21, 15.8, 10.1
and 6.5:1; primary drive by i-in.-pitch
single-row chain in oilbath; secondary drive
by {-in.-pitch chain, oiled from primary
chaincase, with deep-section steel guard an
top run: multi-plate clutch incorporating
rubber vane-type shock absorber.

Frame: Single down-tube with duplex
cradle of steel; welded lugs. 5

Wheels: Front. WMI-21 rim with one
security bolt carrying 2.75 x 2l-in. Bunlop
““ Trials Universal * tyre; rear, WM3-19 rim
with two security bolts carrying 4.00 x 19-in,
Dunlop  *“ Trials Universal ® tyre; 5k-in.
brakes front and rear (total lining area,
174 in).

Lubrication: Duplex plunger pump.

Electrical Equipment: Lucas waterproof
NCI magncto with manual advance-retards

be gripped by the knees but it seems and the swinging fork does not hop. Despite 4 :

: S ’ 4 Luc: -v. 5
unnecessarily long. The diminutive oil tank  the small size of the brake drums—only s e S wne
of only 2§ pints capacity is well out of the 54 in.—the brakes are very effective, even dia. headlamp (30/24-w. head, 3-w. pilot):
way of the right leg. At 32} in.. the height at high speed. and completely waterproof. 3-w. rear and L8-w. speedometer lights.
of the saddle could inconvenience the foot- On slippery going they allow feather-light e Sgiﬂtﬁ‘gon-‘_l“ Tﬁlcdrauhc ' telescopic front
slogging activities of anyone below average operation, but the rear brake pedal could Bfm;i‘;"g. el S‘S;Qrf;igﬁg;g““z:‘;?’ugﬁf“g;
height, but the footrests are just right. ., be lowe_r in relgltion to the footrest. G hydraulically damped adjustable Girling spring

Gearbox ratios -are well chosen. Second Notwithstanding trials tyres and riding units.
gear is particularly handy, permitting a fast -position, handling on the road, with the tyres Tanks: Lightalioy petrol tank of 2-gal.
approach while still remaining low enough at the right pressures, was devoid of un- & f,?ngigm‘f:'éhap:ﬁymm’ R e Stedt o e
for the power to be turned off for the turn  wanted thrills and a cruising speed ‘in the Di tons:  Whe i Kp G )

ied wi i -m.p.h. band could be maintained with no St D
and reapplied without changing down. The 70-m.p.h. band ¢ [ _maintaine n length, 82 im.; width, 21} in. (at footrests)
third and fourth gears are almost road ratios.  fuss, although at this gait the exhaust noise: ground clearance, 71 in. (under crankcase

Because of the heavy flywheel effect, the verges on a bellow. Despite the tiny Dunlop e w52 Tandicts

s i ; anging  saddle and the high handlebars, riding com- Gie e s g

clutch seems a bit sudden when changing saddle an gh . llebars, 2 com- footrest height, 13} in; distance between

up, but from rest its action is quite smooth, fort— even over quite high mileages — was rear=wheel spindle and footrest, 19} in.

while the vane-type shock absorber eases the  assured. lmv:;nghcxrclc :Ja;lmle[r, f132' m.d . S

2 L = < eight: Wit] gal, fuel and oil, 336 Ib.

power to the rear wheel‘.‘ = The lighting system, including battery, Weight distribution (rider normally seated):
iilie patent A.M._C._ Teledraulic frqnt dynamo, a.v.c. unit and 7-in.-diameter hfzad— front wheel, 34%: rear wheel, 667

forks alfow no twisting, even on crossing Ia.n}p, adds_ consui‘crably to the machine’s Finish: Black with silver-lined petrol tank:

deep ruts, and their long travel eases the weight but little to its price. The battery and polished  alloy  mudguards; usual  parts

‘most vicious step. The rear suspension its carrier, although mounted on the near- Chgju.mmmm: e = : -

T Ret 1 1 5 er Equipment: entre stand: propstand;

shock absorbers are just as efficient a buffer  side, do not interfere with the leg, but they Dunlop saddle; 125 1 p b 1 Sitks shecdo.

meters tyre pump: bulb hollgn licence holder;

2 crankease undershield: toolbag. (contains five

S, B = = x < L - ;. o set, plig, “ @, dynamo-chain adjusting and

The. ¥ 5 hine is s and very free from parts which might stick on a rock or magnéto spanners, screwdriver, grease gun,

§ branch and mean the difference between success and failure. two tyre levers, adiustable wrench, gudgeon-

pin_ circlip pliers and side-cutier pliers, and
cight brake adjustment packing washers.
Price: £240 6s. 9d. (inc. £43 6s. 9d. P.T.).
Extras Fitted: Lighting set, £13 8s. 5d. (inc.
R

Tax: £4 10s. p.a.; £1 13s. for four months.
Makers: Associated Motor Cycles, Lid.,
Plumstcad Road, London, S.E.18.

are not readily removable and must be kept
on the machine when competing.  In these
circumstances, the battery is very vulnerable,
and a smaller one in a safer place would
have been preferred.

A harness plug makes the headlamp
quickly detachable but the dip-switch and its
wiring must also be removed from the
handlebars at the same time. The lights are
more than satisfactory and. in fact, a simpler
6-in. headlamp with no dip or with the
switch mounted on the shell would be an
adequate complement to this trials mount.

The finish and * fitness of purpose ™ of the
“ Maestro ' could not be faulted, and it is
obviously a machine which is built to last
in the most rugged conditions. It may be
the last of the * big bangers,” but it has a
glittering history and future. It's almost an
honour to ride onel

Al



