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The

ROAD IMPRESSIONS
OF 1940 MODELS

An unusual and excellent feature of the De Luxe Norman is
its single-spring Webb front forks, which are of light-motor-
cycle type

afraid of driving the machine hard.”” T smiled.
One or two other manufacturers have made that
remark when handing over a machine for test. Not all
. of them, I fear, can have made it with their fingers
crossed. The Norman is, perhaps, a case in point. Tt
was driven hard—very hard—for a dozen miles against
a head wind. The speed was surprisingly high ; the 40
m.p.h. speedometer, which the letter said was 15 per
cent. fast owing to its particular gearing, kept its needle
almost permanently on ““full lock *’—until it broke and
the needle went to the wrong side of zero.

ONE phrase caught my eye; it read: ““Don’t be

Averaging 32! m.p.h.

Then the engine developed a fussy feeling. I whipped
out the clutch, coasted for a hundred yards or so, let
the clutch in and everything was happy except that soon
there was a tendency for the engine to fire back through
the carburettor. What had happened was that the very
new-looking plug, apparently put in just previous to
the test, had grown a ‘‘whisker "’ owing to the hard
driving plus, perhaps, the fact that the cylinder head
joint was not quite perfect; a thread of metal bridged

98 c.c. Normai

the gap between one of the three earth points and the
central electrode.

Running a penknife blade between the points cleared
the thread and immediately the plug was refitted the
machine was in perfect form again. Possibly this
““whiskering *? would have happened if the makers had
not encouraged me, because the engine of this particular
““ Motobyk ”” is so smooth and so lively that a man used
o far larger machines tends to hum along at speeds
appropriate to bigger or at all events higher-geared
machines.

I timed the machine over a measured mile. It aver-
aged 321 m.p.h. in one direction and almost 32 in the
other. And on gentle main road grades of the type
make the normal eyelist slog, the machine will keep
up 25 to 30 m.p.h. .

Smoothness of Running

In my experience of autocycles the “Motobyk” is
appreciably above the average in its general speed capa-
bilities and, presumably because the engine mounting
and the balance factor of the engine agree to an unusual
extent, there is practically none of that wibration at
high engine speeds which one is liable to expect. Almost
the sole vibration was via the pedals, and even this was
unnoticeable when I was wearing waders.

In the matter of performance the makers say that
the engine unif, which is of the Villiers flat-topped piston
type, incorporates a little “secret”” of their own. Such
a statement tends to make a tester search around for
““cons.”” Design was ever a compromise; add to the
maximum speed and liveliness and the performance at
low speeds may not be so good, the engine may not be
so flexible or. the fuel consumption may be heavier.

A Diligent Search

Was there anything to offset the liveliness of the en-
gine? 1 searched diligently. To be definite one way
or the other was not particularly easy ; the machine was
not, as is usual, a brand new model, merely carefully
run-in. The consumption I was to find was excellent.
The only possible ““cons’” were that the machine did
not seem to develop quite the same power as some at
low engine revs—it appeared a little sluggish in getting
off the mark at traffic lights, particularly up-hill. As
soon as the machine’s speed was above about 8 m.p.h.,
however, the engine accelerated really well. Secondly,
there was more four-stroking at low speeds than I have
known with the Villiers flat-topped-piston engine. This
might be the result of the particular carburettor set-
ting ; the instrument did not open up quite cleanly. The
four-stroking was so genteel that it is no objection, but
under conditions that were at all adverse the engine
did relish a few twirls of the pedals to help the machine
get under way.

Under normal running conditions the performance on
steepish climbs appeared to be well above average. The
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“Motobyk”

“ Torrens "

156 Miles to the Gallon of Petrol

machine was ridden to the North Downs. Box Hill
Zig-zag it climbed with the greatest of ease; no possible
need for pedalling on the hairpin bends, and then up to
a full 25 m.p.h. .

»
Hill-climbing

Reigate Hill, which runs from Reigate, on the London-
Brighton road, towards Sutton, was climbed at a specd
that ranged from about 20 to 26 m.p.h.—this with a
load of some 15 stone. Even Ranmore Common Hair-
pin hill required but four gentle revs of the pedals just
to help the machine maintain speed at the hairpin.

That the machine is a thorough-going tourist mount
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(Right) A simple con-
trol layout is employ-

The front brake
is operated by a lever
on the left handlebar;
a similar lever on the
right bar operates both
brakes together. A
sturdy pressed steel

carrier is fitted

(Below) A close-up of
the engine unit, Note
the coupling device for
the brakes mounted
on the front down tube

On the model tested a lever on the
left handlebar operated the front brake,
while a similar lever on the right bar, by
means of a coupling mechanism, applied
both brakes together. The brakes were
effective, but required heavy pressure lo
apply them to the full.

Fuel Consumption

Starting was easy and should be a
trouble to none, even the least experi-
enced. And the central spring-up stand
was effective and easy to operate. An-
other direction in which the machine
gains many marks is in its low fuel con-
sumption. Over my usual undulating
test course the consumption at 20-23
m.p.h. worlked out at no less than 147}
miles to the gallon of petroil, which
means about 156 m.p.g. of petrol!

* *

To sum up, the Norman is a lively,

will be realised from the fact that one day’s trip

amounted to 108 miles. As with the majority of auto-
cycles, a more comfortable saddle is desirable. The
saddle fitted was 12in. wide and over 1rin. from nose
to back, but had a rim of steel running round the back,
a rim that became very noticeable. The Webb single-
spring pressed-steel front forks acted well and insulated
one’s arms and body from all but the effects of a
really deep pot-hole, In such a case, with my big
weight, I found that the steering head was liable to hit
the front mudguard ; a little more clearance would be an
advantage for rough roads.
BY .

excellent-steering autocycle capable ot
giving its owner a full 300 miles on themonthly ration
of two gallons—economy indeed.

The specification of the machine tested is as follows :
Norman De Luxe ‘“Motobyk,” price f22 (1os. extra
for coupled brakes; 1gs. 6d. for speedometer [not re-
quired by law]); 98 c.c. Villiers de luxe flat-topped
piston two-stroke engine, with Villiers carburettor, fly-
wheel magneto and electric lighting ; petroil lubrication ;
1}-gallon tank with oil measure attached to filler cap ;
petrol tap giving a reserve ; 26 x 2in. Dunlop tyres ; Webb
pressed-steel, single-spring front forks; pressed-steel
carrier ; tax 17s. 6d. a year.



