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A New Model of
Qutstanding Appeal ¢
Machine that Com=
bines First=class Road
Manners with
Exhilarating Perf
anec == E'xtr-eim‘
Efficient Telescop

Front Forks
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miles an our in maximu eed are all-
important to you, well and good, but I
side with the designer and manufacburer,
My, Edward Turner, in the view that, for
the vast majority of people, of the five-
hundreds, the Speed Twin was (and is)
- the more suitable job. The small increase
in maximum speed is inevitably at the
expense of sweetness and of some of the
characteristies that give a pleasant ride,
= and how many really use the full periorm-
ance of the Speed Twin?

Experience with the Army Twins

Probably, with the smaller capacity
per cylinder, the difference between the
two 360 o.c. machines would be less
marked, but having had fairly extensive
experience with the 350 c.c. Triumph
twins designed for Army work I felt sure
that the less-*“ hot >’ model would provide
5 thoroughly exhilarating performance
and that it would have, in addition, road
manners almost second to none.

The question of a road test was dis-
cussed ab the time that details of the post-
war Triumphs were made available.
¢ Which model?” asked My. Turner.
The new hydraulically controlled tele-
scopic front forks- were being fitted on

‘handles giagﬁfﬁcenﬂy Dboth on the road and i
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have embraced a very considerable
amount of traffic riding, country lane,
very fasb main roads and trials stuff, both
novicey and nasty. Originally, when I
took the machine over I was disappointed.
This suppesedly most gentlemanly motor
cycle would be tl‘ickljildg along at 15 or 18
m.p.h. in top gear and when one opened

up, the engine came in with a gulp. Was
it the Triumph click-type twi Dy

matic  advance-a; otard?  Perhaps
there was a combination, but ab all events
I wanted to know why there was this.
r_ou'gh_ness,in opening up. i

The Auto-Advance - T

Two days later I had to visit the Mid-

Jlands and on the return journey took the

opportunity of dropping in at the factory.
My, Turner said that g,he had taken the

. machine up the road before it was sent off

and had noficed that the twist-grip was
roughish. I asked for another twist-grip
and a new Bowden cable—all fitted up
and with the inner well greased—to be
sent to ‘Torrenscote.” ~ When these
arvived I set to; the roughness, I found,
was not in the twist-grip—that was rather
too free and easy for the throttle spring—
but in the cable. This seen to, T had the
superb flexibility and extraordi )
trollability that are suc
machine. I also Jearnt 1
advanee-and-retard that has characteris-
tics which zeally mate with the engine -
can mean.

To give you an idea, just imagine that
you are tooling along a by-pass dotted in-
termittently with small roundabouts, You
sweep up to~a roundabout, drop to the .
appropriate speed by throttling back, or

this plus a touch of the brakes, swing -

. sTorrens " moves aside his riding coat to rey 1
dle position is desirable

round the merry-go-round at any speed
above about 8 m.p.h., and, still in top
gear, walt effortlessly up the scale again.
The speed I name is the minimum top-gear
speed, and if one is right down to that
one has to be gentle m opening up to
‘avoid thrash, but 12 e
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ertical -twin Triumph

the angle of his knee. Tor his size a

speed one uses automatically. Tt is amus-

ing to stay in top like this and to note

how one slips ahead of people who are
busy making' use of their gear boxes. So
effortless is the twin in picking up speed
in top that one almost needs some vehicle
in close proximity, or a . stop-watch, to
realise what a nippy job one is riding.

Restarting on Steep Gradient

With that automatic advance there is
deliciously smooth, knock-free opening up,
and T trow that I, for one, could not hope
to handle the ignition confrol as efficiently
as this automatic device. What are the
snags? I have been unable to detect any.
‘When one ope: in a high gear there
is none of that to-and-fro business—that
flutter from retard to advance and back
again—that I have had with various de-
signs in the past, nor is there lack of
power for making a standing start on a
steep gradient, which has been another of
my criticisms. On the contrary, the
machine made a perfect restart on a
slightly wet chalkk “trials hill that The
Motor Cycle Diary states has a gradient
of 1 in 4, and which is, T believe, at the
spot on which I placed the machine, a
little steeper.

The device is silent in operation, and
has the advantage that, irrespective of the
degree of advance or retard, when the con-
tact-breaker points separate, the pole-
shoes ave in the position that results in the
best possible spark—in other words, the
magneto, from the sparks angle, is always

fully. advanced. And this means, of °
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The 350 c.c. ,

Vertical-twin Triumph—
course, that there is a real spark for start-
ing without any kicking back. Starting is
extremely easy—just a question of a gentle
dig. T have done it by pressig down
the kick-starter with one hand. There is
na air lever on the handlebars, but a press-
down knob on the carburettor. This latter
did not want to stay down, so I forgot
about . it and, if the engine was cold,
flooded the carburettor slightly.

From this you will gather that the
handlebars are “clean.””” The handlebar
controls are merely the front brake lever,
the clutch lever, the twist-grip for the
throttle, the dipping switch and two horn-
type push-buttons, that on the left for
the horn and the one on the opposite side
for the magneto cut-out. This last, once
or twice, cut out one ecylinder instead of
both. The lighting switch, too, was not
100 per cent. Early on, it seemed to lack
the positiveness to ensure that all three
lights— pilot,” rear and speedometer—
were on when one wanted them to be.
The rear lamp, in particular, was a doubt-
ful starter; it appeared to be pub right
finally by my turning the bulb in its
holder.

Remarkably Good 350 Power

In the chat mentioned earlier, Mr.
Turner had remarked that the machine
was not a five-hundred, meaning that it
had not the same power as, say, the Speed
Twin, but it has remarkably good three-
fifty power, and there is a very large
number of people who want a three-fifty,
a good one, rather than a five-hundred
with its, as a rule, greater weight.  And
how many people want to.cruise at much
above 60 m.p.h. ? This machine will drone
along perfectly happily at 65 m.p.h.

* according to a speedometer which gives me

the very definite impression that it under-
estimates the m.p.h. I cannot be posi-
tive, since Brooklands is not yet available
for use, and my pet, known-to-be-accurate
milestones have still to be replaced.

Maximum speed, which in this case is
in the 70s, is something in which T am
never very interested; the -things that
matter as regards speed are what one can
cruise at without seeming to stress the
engine and whether the machine auto-
matically tucks a useful number of miles
into the hour. I did some cruising around
65 m.p.h. and a lot in the neighbourhood
of 60. The engine is extremely well
balanced—no pins and needles anywhere
in the range. On that other point, aver-
age speed, T took note on one run. In
spite of the main road concerned not
being outstandingly ““fast” and some of
the surface being treacherous, to judge
irom skid marks, the machine put 45 miles
in just under 64 minutes. This was with-
oub any conscious effort on the part of
the rider, and certainly no obvious effort
by the machine.

While there is superb flexibility, there
is also a very high performance. On one
long main road. hill the machine held 55.
60 m.p.h. except where it was necessary to
slow for bends and o side-turning, and
then, each time, went up the scale again,

Adjusting the footrest position previons

to the fest. The rests can be moved

through a distance of some 3in. measured
3 vertically

And if you use the gears, the performance -

is definitely super-sports. It is joy to take
the machine through the gears, snap-
changing, and to flick, finally, from third
(6.95 to 1) to top (5.8 t0 1) ab 50 10
m.p.h.
The gear change is good. One can

' make a snap Chani upward, as I say, or

move the toes up ¥ently and slowly.  One

a5 to” ““waib Tor 16 ‘a fraction of a
second if the gears—second or third—are
to slide home without the slightest grat-
ing. The clutch wag perfectly smooth in
taking up the drive; the control was a
Iittle on the heavy side.

Both brakes are extremely good—first-
class  ““stoppers” and really lght in
operation. The" exhaust was quiet and
pleasant.  Mechanically the engine wag
very quiet except for a little piston slap,
which is a point the makers know about
and are tackling.

Petrol and Qil Consumption

- With my 33in. from crutch to ground
a higher saddle position is desirable to
prevent my -knees being severely bent.
The saddle is adjustable for tilt, the back-
swept handlebars for angle, and the foot-
rests to the extent of roughly 3in, up and
down. The right footrest is on a taper,
while the left one is provided with a
dowel-type fixing on the oil-hath chaincase

- and offers a choice of three positions.

Tuel consumption at a steady 30 m.p.h.
worked out at 70 m.p.g. Throughout the
test, with all the traffic riding, rough-
stuffing and fairly quick work, the con-
sumption was slightly better than 60
m.p.g.  Oil consumption was such that it
appeared probable that draining woald be
called for before it was desirable to top
up the oil tank. The head lamp beam was
a little on the narrow side, and the head
lamp, perhaps as a resuli of the lamp
mountings heing damaged in the {ransit
of the machine, seemed to illuminate the
off side of the road more effectively than
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the side in which, in general, one is miore
interested.

In spite of the smoothness of the
machine the speedometer on one oceasion
jumped 10 miles on the mileometer. The
head is mounted in the hest of all posi-
tions—just in front of the bars—and is
of the special Triumph type, which means
that it also gives the r.p.m. in each gear.

have left until near the end the
matter of the new front forks. These are
similar to those on the 500 c.c. Triumphs
except that they have lighter springs. My
opinion is that they transform the machine,
They add very considerably to the com-
fort, and this is not merely front-end
comfort: the back wheel sits the road ex-
tremely well. The springing is soft, reacts
to small irregularities, and is fully equal

- to pot-holes.  As regards steering, there

seems to be everything. There is rock
steady steering for batting, bend-swing-
ing that is a joy and feet-up traffic erawl-
ing, even of the m.p.h. variety. And
this traffic crawl is applicable to cough
trials hill. One vile slippery climb, with
meandering gullies about a foot deep, was
tackled with the greatest of eage at speeds
50 low that the speedometer needle seldom
registered its minimum of 5 m.p.h.

Free from Oil Leaks

The trials ability of the machine in-
terested me a lot, for I have long held the

view that a twin or four that affords real =

controllability can obtain wheelgrip and
prove the goods. - This machine, incident.
ally, has a 6in. ground clearance and,
according to my gas company's scales, a
weight of 336 1b. .

A feature that pleased me was the un-
usually good steering lock. VWhat aliout
oil leaks? Hveryone who saw {he machine
remarked upon the cleanliness of the
engine. Except for slight seepage from
the top of the frent push-rod tube 1t re-
mained spotless. The fron forks did not
betray even a trace of oil,

So far there has heen no major criti-
cism, I have none. To criticise one has
Lo search for tiny points, such as the rear
tyre did not run absolutely true, the
spring-up rear stand clashed if one hit a
really big pot-hole, the dah needed to
find neutral from second is rather too
light, thers was slight seepage of petrol
from the U-pipe joining the two halves of
the tank, and the fact that I split the
end of the rubber on the kick-starter !

The position is that this is 2 re--

markably fine motor cycle. My, Turney,
before the test, said that his aim
Was to produce motor cycles for which
1o apology was called for—machines that
in finish and everything else were Civv
Street at its best. Well, the three fifty
twin is not only this, but one of the nicest
machines I have handled,
SPECIFICATION.

Trivmph 55%75.4 mm. (350 c.c. _ vertical-tyw
engine, pwnh Triumph four-speed %BS.B, s.ss,wf]ﬂ
and 147 to 1) footcontrolled gear box; Trinmph
hydraulically ‘controlled telescopic front forks;
B..H. (or Lucas) magneto, with automatic ad-
vance; ILucas separate-dynamo lighting; Ama)
carburettor; Dunlop 3.25-19 Universal tyres; 3.
gallon fuel tank; %-gallon oil tank; fani-top
1) anel, containi T, oil gange,
ligh f.mg switch and instrument-cum-inspection
lamp; Smith's internally illuminated ag.eedometer;
machine finished in chromium and lack, lined
in iyory. Price, £95, plus approximately £2g
Purchase Tax, and £3 10s., plus some 19s. Taox,
for speedometer.
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